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and consult Mr, Henderson on the alterations; though
I confess I think it dangerous to propose them so late before
representation, which the papers say again is to Tbe on
Saturday if Mr. Henderson is well enough. Mr, Malone
shall have the corrected copy for impression.

I own I cannot suspect that Mr. Sheridan will employ
any ungenerous arts against your play, I have never heard
anything to give me suspicions of his behaving unhand-
somely ; and as you indulge my zeal and age a liberty of
speaking like a friend, I would beg you to suppress your
sense of the too great prerogatives of theatric rnonarehs,
I hope you will again and again have occasion to court the
power of their crowns; and therefore, if not for your own,
for the sake of the public do not declare war with them. It
has not been my practice to preach slavery; but, while one
deals with and depends on. mimic sovereigns, I would act
policy, especially when by temporary passive obedience one
can really lay a lasting obligation on one's country, which
your plays really are.

I am glad you approve what I had previously undertaken,
Mr. Harris's procuring an epilogue; he told me on Saturday
that he should have one. You are very happy in friends,
Sir; which is another proof of your merit, Mr. Malone is
not less zealous than Mr. Tighe, to whom I beg my compli-
ments.

2231.   To THE EBV. WILLIAM MASON*

Stra-wberry Hill, Nov. 18, 1781.

I TBY to answer your letter, though my hand shakes so it
is very difficult. I have had the gout in my right these
three months; the fo*urth finger has discharged a shower of
chalk-stones which makes me as a genealogist, no otherwise
I protest to your priesthood, conclude that I am descended
from Deucalion rather than Adam, unless there has been of England (who had     Letters as above.)
